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For the last 10 days or
so, students from Italy and
France paid a visit to Bristol
Central High School as part
of the exchange program
the countries have with the
school.

While many of the stu-
dents said they have been to
the United States, they said
they were looking forward
to traveling, meeting new
friends, and experiencing
the American culture.

“The school day is dif-
ferent, and the houses are
different,” said Esther
Leneutre, 16, of Paris,
France. She said it was her
first time traveling to
America, and pointed out
things she noticed were a bit
different than what she is
used to.

Since 2004, Bristol
Central High School has
held a foreign exchange
program with the Lycée Jean
Monnet in La Queue-lez-
Yvelines, in France.
Alternating years, a group of
students from Bristol
Central have visited France,
and a group from the Lycee
Jean Monnet have come to
Bristol, spending a little
over a week visiting the
school, the city and sur-
rounding cities, like New
York and Boston.

This is the 10th year of
the exchange program, and
Gael Manescau, one of the
teachers from France on the
trip, said every time his air-
plane lands in New York City
“it feels like magic for me,”
as well as for the students.
He said the experience for
his students, as well as the
Bristol students, is like none
other and provides a great
opportunity for them to
learn about different cul-
tures. 

The French students
were staying in Bristol for 10
days, and the Italian stu-
dents were staying for one
week. Students from the
other countries stay with
students and their families
in Bristol. They travel to
New York City, Boston, and
other places, as well as
spend time in the class-
rooms in Bristol.

Lea Garcia, 16, of Paris
said she was looking for-
ward to being in a new
country and meeting new
friends.

“It’s a great experience,”
Garcia said, adding she
noticed “everything is big-
ger” in America.

Kaitlyn Labbie, 16, of
Bristol who is hosting
Garcia said she was excited
to be a part of the program
because “it is a great oppor-
tunity and a lot of fun.” She
added she found it interest-

ing to see how the exchange
students “adapt to our envi-
ronment and our lifestyles.”

French Teacher Teresa
DiCarlo said the whole
experience for all of the stu-
dents involved is especially
great because they get to
take what they learn in class
and apply it.

Jean Rioux, 16, of
Bristol said he was looking
forward to being part of the
exchange program because
“I was interested in meeting
people from other coun-
tries.” He said he was enjoy-
ing having another peer
from another country living

with him in his home and
“seeing how their habits dif-
fer from ours.”

Marking his fourth time
in the states, Louis Moser,
16, who is from Paris said he
enjoys traveling to the
United States and said he is
considering attending col-
lege here.

Bristol Central has had
its partnership with the
Italian students for at least

six years, and Fedelica
Rossi, 18, of Italy said it was
her third time traveling to
the United States.

“I love America, I love
the people and the school,”
she said, adding she noticed
the school day is longer in
Bristol.

The students received a
tour of Bristol, especially
the monuments on
Memorial Boulevard, and

were traveling to New York
on Wednesday and Friday
where they would see the
Statue of Liberty, Ellis
Island, the 9/11 Memorial,
and more. They were also
going to travel to Boston,
and were able to see things
like Quincy Market and
Harvard University.
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Beat belly bulge with non-surgical,
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body contouring treatment that precisely 
targets the fat you want to lose so your body
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A slice of Italy, France arrives on BC’s shores
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Foreign exchange students received a tour of Memorial Boulevard last week from local Korean War veterans
Richard Avery, left, and Omer Deabay.

Up go
the walls
Volunteers on Saturday
began the process of
building a new home on
Bernie Avenue for
Habitat for Humanity.
See story on page 4.
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